avoiding  them,   sometimes   sought  the   company  of
other boys of his own age to pass away the idle hours.   '
In the bosom of their families these might talk of
examinations and careers, but when they were alone
together they gave full vent to the complete vacuity
of their minds in talk which suggested that the faculty
of  self-expression  had  been   given them  simply  to
allow them to air all the vileness of the human animal,
reinforced by their own sordid minds and lives. Separa-
ted from the girls they usually consorted with, they
would have been brought into contact with others who
were staying there for the holidays, and they would
interlard their conversations with names of various
young girls, speaking of them with a shameless cynicism
tempered by occasional scruples, as if they realized
that, however they might regard them now as pro-
visional amusements, in a very few years' time they
would have to be choosing their wives from among
them or their younger sisters. Some of them, particu-
larly the younger ones, were engaged in intrigues which
often went to  considerable lengths  and were   only
restrained by a fear of the consequences on either side;
but the older ones rather held aloof from such adven-
tures. Their conversation, too, was more decent, and
they seemed anxious to make it plain that for them the
time for that sort of thing was over. One of the oldest
of them was even about to be married.  Suspended
between what he had been and what he was about to
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